Eventing

BLENHEIM, OXON
10-13 September

By Pippa Roome

LUCYWIEGERSMA won Blenheim
Horse Trials for the first time last
weekend on the promising nine-
year-old Granntevka Prince,

“It'safantastic feeling—|
haven't wonathree-day fora
couple of years, and towin one of
this statureis very gratifying,
especially onalovely young
horse,” said Lucy, who should now
be full of confidence for her British
seniorsquad debut next week,

Lucy lay fourth after dressage
onthe Grannex-sired Granntevka
Prince, whoisasecond-
generation horme-bred for his
owner Geraldine Mills. Butshe
moved uptotakethe leadwitha
cross-country clearinthetime.

It looked like Lucy would have to
show jump faultlessly to win,as
Emily Baldwin — second
throughout the competition —
hasasuperbrecord inthis phase

with Drivetime. But whenshe had
anuncharacteristic pole down,
Lucy hadafenceinhand, which
sheusedupatnumbereight.

“Heis agoodjumper —he's
won £400 or £500 show jumping
— but he's going throughatense
stage atevents. | think he'll grow
outofit,”said Lucy.

Emily was understandably

Yougetafeel forhow
toride this place —
youhavetoallow
themtotravelup
thehillsattheirown
speed. Nomatter
what they build here,
thehills create their
own competition

LucyWiegersmaonBlenheim's

annoyed that her fence down had
scuppered her first CCI*** win,
but was otherwise thrilled with
Lady Pauline Harris's Drivetime,
winner of Belton and Hartpury
CIC***sthis year.

Emily explained why the
13-year-old, who has been to five
four-stars, had made the drop
downin level this autumn:
“Luhmiihlen [where he was 11th]
was huge, with four waters [which
have been Drivetime's nemesis]
and he tried his heart out. | don't
think they try that hard for you
that many times. so | thought I'd
give hima nice three-day at the
end of the year”

|zzy Taylor rose brilliantly
through the ranks from 31st after
dressage tofinish third on
her dressage scorewiththe
15.2hh nine-year-old Briarlands
Matilda. The 26-year-old, a2005
youngrider teamsilver and
individual bronze medallist, has
notlet having baby Lily in April
hold her back, and this was her
best result at this level.

Pictures by Trevor Meeks
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Lucy Wiegersma jumps the brush
in the arena in front of Blenheim
Balace on Grannteuka Princs:
'To win a three-day event of

this stature is very gr:
especially on a lovely young horse

“She's aclass horse and still
refatively inexperienced, bul she's
so brave and really careful with it,"
said Izzy, who said she had never
considered entering the mare in
the new eight- and nine-year-old
CIC*** (seebelowandTina
Cook's comment, page 28).

The mare's owner-breeder, the
HonMrs Lorna Schuster, is 98, so
timeis rather of the essencein
planning this horse's campaign.

Daisy Dick finished fourthon
16 year old Spring Along, who had
beenre-routed from Burghley
(see course chat, page 27)and
won the Thermatex rug forthe
oldest horse tocomplete, aswell
as the iPod Touch for the cross-
country round closest to the
optimumtime. The other
successful Burghley rebound
came from J-P Sheffield's Crown
FarmConsort, who was ninth.

Andrew Nicholson claimed fifth
onthe Cruising eight-year-old Mr
Cruise Control, who belongs ta
Robin and Nicky Salmon of
Lord Killinghurst fame. )

PiggyFrench takes the triplebrush
arrowheadout of the Ariat Dew Pond on
the way to winning thesew yelung horse
CIC*™* an Flying Maghine

COURSE CHAT

FRANCE'S Jean Luc
Goerens, 25th in the CCI***,
proved you don'thave to slow
downwith age. The 59-year-old
recorded the first clear inside the
time on Saturday with a flying
round that took strides outall over
the place. Jean Luc and the
12-year-old Marychope De
Marast were on areturn visitto
Blenheim, having finished 28th
here two years ago.

“She's nul suguod al uressage,

but going fast is what she docs
best,"said Jean Lue, who now
plans to take the mare to her first
four-star at Pau (21-25 October)
and then Badminton 2010.

Jean Luc was just pipped to the
postin the race for the Patey top
hat given to the rider who made
the most improvement on their
dressage score. He rose 46 places,
but British CCH**first-timer Clare
Boumphrey, 27, wentup 47 places
(FAth to 27th) on Swynnerton.

BLENHEIM'S results
testified to the fact that
young horse classes can point to
future stars — CCH*** winner
Granntevka Prince was British
Eventing (BE) six-year-old
champion in 2006, the same year

Blenheim

that CIC*** winner Flying Machine
took the five-year-old title.

Three former BE six-year-old
champions took partin the CCI***.
The second was Redesigned
(championin 2007), who looked
older than hie years during a
confident cross-country round
with Pippa Funnell. He lay 18th
overnight, but was withdrawn
before the final trot-up with an
overreach. The third was Salerno
(2005), whn came in sighth with
Sarah Bullimore (above).

Sarah added just10.4 cross-
country time-penalties to her
dressage score.

“I'm so chuffed with him — he
was fabulous and didn't even
touch a piece of brush,” said Sarah
after her cross-country round.

www.horseandhound.co.uk

17 SEPTEMBER 2009 - HORSE & HOUND 25




Eventing

¢

Melanie Wilder, who works full-
time as abusiness development
director for adefence company,
completed the topsixon
Minuteman, alsoeighth at
Rramham._She is planning
another crack at Badmintonin
2010, having fallenthere last year.

Late entry leads dressage
EIGHTY horses came before the
ground jury of Gillian Rolton.
Christoph Hess and Tim Downes
for the dressage and, after just
eight horses, America's Allison
Springer made them sit upintheir
thatched judging huts.

Allison scored 36.9 to set the
standard onthe liver chestnut
Arthur, who she decided to bring
to Blenheim after three refusals
across country at Burghley.

Emily Baldwinwasthe next to
break the 40-barrier, performing
her customary excellent test for
38.5penon Drivetime.

Friday'sriderstriedinvainto
catchthese two, with Neil Spratt
coming closest, scoring 43.5with
Upleadon. He was back to the form
heshowed winning Bramham
CIC***inJune, histests since
having been marred by tension.

Lucy Wiegersma was poisedin
fourthand Pippa Funnell lay fifth
onthe 2006 runner-up Ensign.

Clockwise course

BLENHEIM enjoyed much-
deserved beautiful weather after
having to abandon last year's
event,anda record crowd packed
inon Saturday to see thecross-
country course tackled for the
firsttime in a clockwise direction.

“Iwanted the eight- and nine-
year-oldsinthe CIC***tohavea
good experience, but the CCI
horses had to be really tested
before they step upto the next
level," said course-designer
Eric Winter,

“| wanted the horses who
gained qualifications for four-star

din the

CIC** on Avebury. The New Zealander was first male rider
— and non-Brit — in fifth in the CCI*** on Mr Cruise Control

Magenta into 12th. He was also seventh on Jeans — both
horses added just time-faults to their dressage scores

by taking long routes [inthe CCI]
to have jumped similar questions
tothestraight ways, but for the
options to take 5-10sec longer, so
the winner had to go straight.

"I'mpleased that 50 per cent of
the jumps aredeformable —
either through frangible pins or
having brushonthem.”

CCi*** runner-up Emily Baldwin jumps

the Maxavita Ducks Nest on Drivetime.
This was the culmination of an excellent
year for them, with CIC*** wins at
Belton and Hartpury

The Blenheim team had been
wateringthetrack since Monday,
and the ground was spiked and
immediately watered on Friday,
leaving going which the riders
generally felt was firm, but
acceptable.

Whenthe firstfivestarters
yielded only one clearand two
eliminations for falls, Eric must
have been slightly nervous. But
the hit-rate of clearsimproved and
afascinating competition
developed, with faults coming all
over the course. The fact that few
riders subscribed to the modern
trend of pulling up after one
run-out — perhaps because, with
Britain's Boekelo places already
allocated, there are nomore
CCI*** options this year —made
for plenty of action.

Allison Springer was anearly
casualty of the track. She rode
with brilliant determination and
was set to come home inside the
time, untila run-out at the Joules
Blackberry Bushes, adouble of
brush corners at the penultimate
fence (26ab). With just 3.2 time-
penalties. she finished 22nd. after
four show jumps down.

In the time

FRENCH veteran Jean Luc
Goerens (see course chat, page
25) was the first toprove the
10min2lsec optimum time was
beatable. But it certainly wasn't
-easy and Emily Baldwin added
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UUuLe Ul angieanouses petore
the first water (fences seven and
eight), the My Wine Club's Butt &
Barrel Bar (fence 13) and the
Arena Lions (fence 22).

Marie Ryan was the best-placed
riderto fall victim tothe lions —

|don'tthink they
trythat hard for you
thatmanytimes,so
[thought I'd give him
anicethree-dayat
theend of the year

Emily Baldwin on dropping Drivetime back
tothree-starafter atough Luhmiihlen

ne s DEEN Nere and IT SUITS N,
being astamina test,"said Daisy.

And10 horses later, three ina
row joined the elite band of clears
inside the time — lzzy Taylor
(Briarlands Matilda), Lucy
Wiegersma, who grabbed thelead
on Granntevka Prince, and
Melanie Wilder (Minuteman).

"I had the benefit of riding one
earlier on [French Leave, 19th]and
that gave me alot of confidence,”
said Lucy."You get a feel for how to
ride this place — you have to allow
themto travel up the hills at their
own speed. No matter what they
build here, the hills create their
own competition.

“Buthe's nippy and as | came
tothe stone houses [Cotwold
Life Boxes, fence 19ab] |
realised how much horsel

said the Chinese eventer, who
keeps aweekly online diary for
H&H (www.horseandhound.co.
uk/alexhuatian).

DAISY DICK happily
admitted her wedding
has ruled her eventing plans.
“lwent to Burghley with the
aim of winning lots of money to
pay forit, but | was as stupid
and blonde as you can getin the
dressage,’said Daisy, who then
pulled up after an early run-out.
“I'mgetting married onthe
weekend of Pau and my in-laws
were keen | got the runin early
[at Bienheim]. | missed my
brother's wedding after ripping
my spleen at Le Lion d’Angers,
soI'm keen to get to my own.”
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